
NEWSLETTER  ~  TERM  4-  No. 6 – 29 November 2018 

 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK - Aaron Richards 
Book Fair - Last week the school held its annual 

Book Fair. Our School Librarian, Manja Pieters  

co-ordinated this event. Manja did an awesome 

job not only organising the logistics of the event 

but also inspiring students to participate in the 

event. Day after day the library was packed with 

enthusiastic readers looking at the books on offer 

and participating in Book Fair activities. The book 

fair concluded on Grandparent’s day. The library 

was jammed full of grandparents and 

grandchildren. On behalf of the school community 

I would like to thank Manja for going above and 

beyond to make this event a huge success. A big 

thanks also to the parents who also volunteered 

their support. 

Parent help - We need your help. By working 

together we can make a real difference for our 

children and provide them with a quality 

education. Last week a GIVE US 5 was sent 

home. We ask all families to give 5 hours of 

assistance each year. There are many ways this 

gift of time can be provided. Please read through 

the list and consider what you can do for the 

school and for the children. Any support you can 

provide would be gratefully appreciated. 

 

 

 

Important Information for 2018 School Production 
Please make sure you read the notice  being emailed 

and sent home separately today from Mrs Walsh. 

 

Email received from a grandparent 
Thank you once again for inviting grandparents to 
school. It is a wonderful opportunity to share lunch 
with the children & then have them show me 
through their classrooms, & proudly explain the 
work they have done throughout the 
year.  Congratulations to the staff who work so 
diligently with the children all year & for the great 
display of work in the classrooms. The choir sang 
beautifully & the Kapa Haka group performance 
was spine chilling. The liturgy as well performed by 
McAuley 1 was a fitting end to the day. 

FAITH FACT   26—30 November 
This coming Sunday we will be celebrating 
the first Sunday of the Advent Season.  
Advent is a season of hope, expectancy and, 
particularly the last nine days, preparation for 
the celebration of the Nativity of the Lord. The Advent colour is 
violet.  Priests have the option of using a rose vestment on the 3rd 
Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday.  

EVENTS COMING UP 
30 Nov Volunteers Morning Tea, 10.40am  
3 Dec  Junior School trip to Antarctic Centre. 
  (a notice was sent home this week) 
5 Dec  Athletics Championships 
  (a notice has been given to the qualifying athletes) 

  Junior/ Middle school to the movies 
  (a notice was sent home this week) 

6 Dec  Timoney 1 Liturgy, 9.30am and 11am 
  (Timoney 1 parents are welcome to attend) 

7 Dec  Year 7 Leadership Day 
  Year 8 Retreat.—Yr 8 parents are welcome to  

  attend Mass at 9.15am in the Parish Centre. 
10 Dec Road Patrol training 
  PTA mtg, 7pm in the staffroom 
11 Dec BOT mtg, 5.30pm in the Conference room. 
13 Dec  End of Year Leavers Mass, 1.15pm, St  Mary’s Pro-
  Cathedral. All students will travel by bus.. Due to 

  limited space in the Pro Cathedral  we can  only invite    
  parents of Yr 8 students to attend. 

14 Dec Farewell Liturgy for leaving staff, 9.30am   
  outside McAuley1(if fine) All welcome.   

  Year 8 Leavers’ Lunch 
17 Dec Production rehearsal for some performers 
  (Refer to separate letter) 
18 Dec Production rehearsal and Performance, 7pm 
19 Dec School Production Matinee, 1pm 
   School Production Performance, 7pm 
20 Dec Y8 Valedictory Parade, 11.30am 
   School finishes, 12.00 noon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC0FGQLBp7w


CONGRATULATIONS 
Well done to Amber Oosthuizen for achieving Merit in her 

Grade 1 piano exam. 

 

LUNCHES TOMORROW—HOT DOGS, $2.50 
Thank you to our volunteer helpers—Barb Tecofsky 

& Jo Bradley 

BOOK FAIR SUCCESS  
Thank you very much to all 

those who supported the annual 

Book Week Book Fair!  50 

wonderful books were donated to 

the library; some from the Fair 

and some from the mystery 

donation cabinet.  The cabinet will remain in place by 

request so that donations can continue should anyone 

wish to donate further (from $1).   

 

Spot prizes were kindly donated by Scholastic, as well 

as most of the Book Week competition prizes.  We 

earned 35% of takings, which amounted to a grand sum 

of $2,752.82 worth of Scholastic points!  We then 

purchased around $900 worth of books from the fair 

which students and staff indicated were 

favourites.  Without your support we cannot maintain a 

fresh and inspiring collection of books for our 

readers.  Thank you! 

 

Special thanks to the whānau who helped make Book 

Week happen, including: Kirsty, Caitlyn and Ben 

Fraser, Maria Bone, Angela O'Connell, Chamari De 

Silva, Maia Smith, Melissa Segar, Katrina Knill, Mary 

Marshall, Blair Roberts, my sidekicks Dave and Isaac, 

as well as a very patient Chris Cowan from Scholastic. 

This was my first time, so I really appreciated the 

support.  Thanks also to several students who popped in 

to offer help when things got busy!  Your help is 

always appreciated. 

 

Keep your eyes peeled for the new books appearing on 

our shelves!  Thanks again,    Manja. 

PTA Update 
As we hurtle towards the end of another school year 
(seriously, how is it already the end of 2018??), it’s 
time to look at what the PTA have been up to recently, 
and see where the funds we have raised are going to be 
spent… 
Obviously, the major event for us in the last couple of 
months was the mighty School Carnival – and it was a 
belter!  We were extremely lucky with the weather, 
especially considering what we have had since, and the 
day went off without a hitch.  We have had lots of 
positive feedback about the Carnival; many people have 
commented that it had a “good, old-fashioned School 
Fair” feel about it.  There’s no doubt that the huge 
amount of help from both the teachers & students at St 
Joseph’s helped to achieve this, and the PTA is very 
thankful to them for this.  We are also extremely 
grateful for the support we received from the wider 
school community, in the form of donations, 
sponsorship, and physical help on or around the day 
itself.  Special thanks must go to the fantastic 
Organising Committee, led by Kim Ric-Hansen and 
Mel Kelly; they all went well & truly above & beyond.  
The final tally for the Carnival was just under $20,000, 
which was a phenomenal effort in this day & age of 
ever tightening belts in the local community. 
Friday Lunches have continued to add to the PTA’s 
coffers, albeit with a change of co-ordinator.  After four 
years of overseeing the volunteers involved with this 
evergreen fundraiser, Barb Tecofsky has put down her 
tongs and handed the Head Cook’s apron to Tash Edlin.  
The PTA would like to express our gratitude to Barb for 
her undying enthusiasm (and brilliant persuasive skills); 
we literally couldn’t have done it without you, Barb! 
And so to the question of where the money goes…  As 
you will remember, 2018 has seen the PTA concentrate 
on fundraising for new shade sails & drinking fountains 
for the school.  These projects have been held up to a 
certain extent by the uncertainty of what is going to 
happen to St Joseph’s School when the Bishop 
announces his plans.  Suffice it to say, as soon as we 
know exactly what is going on, we will get straight onto 
sorting these two things out.  We really want to get the 
shade sails & drinking fountains in place ASAP, as the 
children would undoubtedly benefit from them in the 
hotter summer months.  As mentioned in our last report, 
we have already started planning for next year’s main 
fundraising push – funding a big update of the school’s 
I.T. equipment & curriculum.  Watch this space for  
more details in the new year. 
Finally, this is my last PTA Update, as I am retiring 
from the PTA at the AGM in February next year.  After 
3 years as President, I feel it’s time to move on, get 
some new blood to take over and move the PTA into 
the 2020’s.  I have genuinely enjoyed my time on the 
PTA; it’s been a privilege to work with such a 
dedicated bunch of normal, everyday parents, trying 
their best for all our children’s benefit.  If you have 
some time available next year, I implore you to think 
about joining the committee.  It’s only an hour or so a 
month and it’s an extremely valuable asset to the SJS 
community; the school really would be lost without it.   
Arohanui,                   Matt Darnbrough, PTA President 

Sacrament of Confirmation Saturday 24 November,  2018  












