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 FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK  -  Aaron Richards 
Term Break - After a highly disruptive covid year, 2021 
has gotten off to a very positive start. I would like to 
thank the teachers and support staff for all the hard work 
they have put into providing our children with quality 
learning opportunities.  
Already this year the teachers have initiated a review of 
the school literacy programme. The purpose of the 
review is to identify how we can deliver a reading and 
writing programme that responds to the needs of our 
children and lifts student achievement.  
Another initiative that has taken place this term is the 
online sharing of childrenôs learning. All teachers 
worked together to ensure our first writing post was 
delivered with consistent quality. The teaching teams 
have now been delegated responsibility to regularly share 
childrenôs learning on HERO throughout the term. 
Providing teams with control on what they share enables 
them to synchronise sharing learning with their learning 
programmes. This will ensure that the information that is 
shared with parents directly reflects the learning that is 
taking place in the classroom.  
During the term break, the teachers will be meeting 
together to plan another engaging and action packed 
term. In the meantime, I wish everyone a safe, relaxing, 
and enjoyable holiday break.  Take care of yourself and 
your loved ones.   I hope you manage to enjoy the days, 
stay warm, and we look forward to seeing you again 
when we return.  
 
Staff Changes - It is very exciting to be able to announce 
that we have appointed Mrs. Melissa Segar to the 
teaching position in Mercy 3 for the remainder of this 
year.  We wish Mrs Katrina Taylor and Mrs Gill Judge 
all the very best for their future and thank them for their 
contributions to the Kahikatea (Yr 3-4) team.  
We are also delighted to announce the appointment of 
Miss Maria Thwaites to the teaching position in 
McAuley 1 for the remainder of the year.  
Earlier in the term, the school community was advised 
that Mrs Sanne Tait was emigrating to Australia with her 
family. We wish her well settling into life in Oz. The 
school has recently appointed Ms Anna Alfano to the 
teaching position in Ashby 2. Ms Alfano is an 
experienced teacher who will also be taking on the 
Kanuka (Yr 0-2) Team leadership role. Unfortunately 
due to the notice period teachers are required to give 
their current employer, I am unable to confirm when Ms 
Alfano will be starting at St Josephôs School. I will 
update the Kanuka Team parents when her starting date 
is confirmed.   
I can also confirm that Ms Lydia Payne will continue on 
in Timoney at the start of Term 2 while Mrs Annette 
Fraser is away.  
 

 

FAITH FACTñWeek 11   -   12 ñ 16 April 
On Friday 16th April, RǕmere PǕeng  whǕwhǕ, we celebrate the life of 
St. Bernadette Soubirous. Bernadette is remembered for her visions of 
Mary at Lourdes.  She is also remembered for the work she did with 
the sick at the Sisters of Charity hospital. Next term we will explore 
Patris Corde further and focus on what Pope Francis has to say about 
St Joseph as a creatively courageous father, a working father, a father 
in the shadows. In the meantime listen to Joseph's Song by Michael 
Card and ponder..how do you fit into Godôs plan. 

Mid way through Term two, Mrs Rachel Cook will be 
taking maternity leave from her release positions in the 
MǕtai (Yr 5-6) and TǾtara Senior (Yr 7-8) Teams.  
Mrs Angela O'Connell will also be leaving midway 
through next term to take up a new position at Christ the 
King School.  
 
Ashby Block toilets - The girls toilets in the Ashby block 

are looking amazing. A huge 
thanks to Diana, Sarah, Sean and 
team who  volunteered their time 
to upgrade this space.  
The team have already begun 
work on upgrading the boys 
toilets in the Ashby block. They 

will continue this work this Sunday from 12pm to 4pm. 
If you have time, please consider volunteering to help 
out. Even an hour of time would be appreciated.  
The Board of Trustees have provided $500 towards the 
upgrade to cover the cost of paint. The reason this space 
has not had a complete overhaul is due to the question 
mark over the Ashby and Timoney blocks future. There 
is a likelihood that both of these buildings could be 
demolished in the next couple of years. Consequently the 
Board has focused future property funding on buildings 
that are likely to remain.  
At this point in time we are waiting for the concept 
design for the new parish to be completed. Once this is 
completed, we will know how the schools grounds and 
buildings will be affected.  
The work completed by the Ashby Toilet crew is 
instrumental in ensuring that the building is child friendly 
in the meantime.  
 
Lost Property & Secondhand Uniform Shop 
Lost property will be on display near the office today and 
tomorrow. Please check the items on display. Any 
unnamed and unclaimed uniforms still in the lost 
property by Friday at 3.15pm will be passed on to the 
Secondhand Uniform shop. The Secondhand Uniform 
Shop is open today from 1pm till 3.15pm. 
The Secondhand Uniform Shop gladly accepts donations 
of used school uniforms anytime. Please just leave them 
at the school office. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1757
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMoiOOl5V34


HAPPENINGS IN THE WHARE PUKAPUKA   from Manja 

Please return all your 
National Library books 
now!  These books have 
long barcodes on the back 

of the book (top right) with and include the words ñNational 

Libraryò.  You are welcome to borrow any St Josephôs 

School library pukapuka over the holidays. 

 

Five go to The Childrenõs 
Bookshop   - Five of our loyal 

lunchtime Library volunteers joined Manja and Mrs Kearns 

on a fieldtrip to the Childrenôs Bookshop all the way over 

in Redcliffs.  This is a lovely, intimate little bookshop with 

a long history in Christchurch and we all recommend you 

visit (there is also a lovely cafe next door and a beach just a 

few paces down the road)!  The owner opened the shop 

especially for our visit (normally open Tue-Sat). 

 

ñThe owner, Jude gave really good 

advice about books.  She asked the 

children about what good books they 

have read.ò She used recommendations 

to help guide what is stocked in her 

bookshop.  She also provided advice 

for those self publishing books and 

stocks several, including our popular 

Dragon Defenders series and 

picturebooks we will purchase by Kat 

Merewether. 

ñThe Bookshop has a 

great historyò.  It was 

around a long time as 

a large bookshop in 

town, then moved to 

Blenheim Road 

before being taken 

over by Jude and her 

whǕnau in Redcliffs.  

  

Everyone chose a pukapuka for our library and enjoyed 

fossicking in the shelves for the many gems.  We will give 

you our reviews over the next few newsletters. 

  

Isaac Morrison chose Dog Man book: 

Mothering Heights by popular humorous 

author Dav Pikley.  ñIt is great because it a 

fun, easy to read, cool graphic novel with 

well done pictures.ò  We have the series in 

the library so this latest book will be 

catalogued and available shortly.  

Parent Helpers - The school can do a lot more with the 
volunteer support from parents. From time to time 
notices will be placed in the newsletter requesting 
parent support. It would be greatly appreciated if parents 
would consider the call out for volunteers. We 
appreciate that families have multiple demands on them. 
We hope to provide a range of volunteer options so that 
everyone can find a way to support the school.  
 
Friday Lunch Volunteers - We are looking for parents 
who would like to help out with the Friday lunch roster. 
Duties would include collecting orders before school on 
a Friday (approx. 8.30-9.15am) then from 11am -1 pm 
for prep, serving, and clean up. If you are free on the 
odd Friday, and would be willing to help in this way 
please contact Tash 021207 9959. 
 
Second Hand Uniform Store - We are looking for 
parents who would be willing to be placed on the 
Second Hand Uniform Store roster. Duties would 
include supervising the store on Friday morning 
(8.30am to 9.30am) or afternoon (2.30pm to 3.15pm).  
If you are available and would like to support this way, 
please contact  gerardine.baxter@stjopapa.school.nz 
 
Builders or handypersons -  We have a couple of small 
jobs for a builder or handyperson who has a bit of time 
to help out. We need some maintenance work on picnic 
tables outside Ashby. We also need the long jump pits 
boxed up so we can attach gates over it. This will deter 
any local cats from frequenting this area of the school. 
The school can provide the wood but volunteers will 
need to use their own tools. If you can help out, please 
let the school office know. The day and time are 
flexible, we just need a week's notice.  
 
Canterbury Primary Schools Swimming Sports - Well 
done to all the students who represented St Josephôs 
School at the Canterbury Swimming Sports in Week 10.  
It is an excellent achievement to qualify for this event 
and you should all be proud of your efforts.  A special 
mention to Olivia Vivian 1st in Freestyle and 
Breaststroke, Bridie Quayle 1st in Backstroke and 
Breaststroke, Niamh Quayle 2nd in Butterfly and  3rd in 
Backstroke,  Claudia Vivian 3rd in Breastroke and 
Freestyle.   
 
Merit Certificates  - Congratulations to the following 
learners who received Merit Certificates last week: Iris 
Murphy, Owen Mitchell, Mary Ailabouni, Isaac 
Coxon, Caesar Salvan, Blake Ruddenklau, Cecilia 
Woodnutt, Aria Troon, Goldie Pryce, William 
Thornley, Chyann Valeros, Aaliyah Johnston, Isabel 
Rubin, Tim Li, Eden Read, Kevin Lee, Moses 
Dmello, Josh Thornley, Elle Read, Isabella Sugrue, 
Lachlan Dolan, Harriet Geare, Natinael Ezezew, 
Jonathan de Roo, Sophie Hanley, Angelo Lugtu, 
Lean Silmaro, Claudia Vivian, Mina Hibachi, and 
Leo Porter. 

PTA LUNCHES 
TOMORROW FRIDAY 16 April ñ BBQ Sausagesñ$2.00  
Thank you to our parent volunteers, Cindy and Michelle. 

Holiday Reading 

Very recently a new parish initiative has opened at Christ 

the King church in Burnside - a Second Hand Catholic 

Bookshop. It has 1,500 books which have been donated 

from across the three churches. And there are lots of cheap 

books for children. So, in the school holidays come and 

explore.   Opening Hours: 9.30am - 12.30pm Tuesday ï 

Saturday, 90 Greers Rd.  

Jude holding books 
by Danika Mead, a 15 
year old NZ, self-
published author. 

Jude showing us Paigeôs book choice, 

JK Rowlingôs the Ikabog which has a 

very interesting local connection. 



 
 

 

CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL COLLEGE OPEN EVENING 
Catholic Cathedral College takes enrolments from Year 

7 through to Year 13. We are a Catholic, co-

educational, family focused College and our students 

enjoy great academic success. Our Open Evening is on 

Tuesday 18 May from 6.30pm ï 8pm. 

Parking is available on site. 

www.cathcollege.school.nz or  admin@cathcollege.school.nz 

 
MARIAN COLLEGE OPEN DAY 2021 
Haere Mai! Talofa lava and Welcome! You are invited 

to attend the Marian College Open Day on Tuesday, 11 

May between 4pm and 7pm. Come and learn about 

what Marian College has to offer and find out more 

about plans for the new school due to open in 2023. 

ASB St John in Schools 
On Wednesday, we 
participated in the ASB 
St John in Schools 
programme. The Year 
8ôs completed the 

óClued Up Camperô 
module, which is a 
general first aid 
course. The Year 7ôs 
completed the 
óKeeping Safeô 
module, which is 
about minimising 
risks in sport. We 
hope the Year 7 & 8 
learners will feel 
empowered to be 
ófirst respondersô in 
the playground and at 
Winter Sport next 
term.           

Alice Johns  

Secondary School Visits 
Marian College - On Tuesday, ex-students of St 
Joseph's School accompanied Marian Collegeôs 
Principal, Ms Davidson on a visit to the Year 8 girls in 
the Hanrahan block. Our learners enjoyed hearing 
about the experiences of starting high school shared by 
the older girls and the opportunity to ask questions 
about the different types of experiences they will be 
able to take up in the secondary school of their choice.  
 
Villa Maria College - On Tuesday, 4th May, from 
1pm - 2.30pm Villa Maria Collegeôs Principal, Ms 
Brosnahan will visit St Josephôs School to meet with 
prospective students and parents. This will take place 
in the Hanrahan block, so all Year 8 girls will have the 
opportunity to listen.  
This invitation is extended to parents and learners in 
Year 7 who are considering Villa Maria College as a 
secondary school.  
 
Winter Sports (Year 7/8): 
Winter Sport for the TǾtara team starts on Week 4 of 
Term 2, Friday the 27th of May. It will continue for 12 
weeks, ending on the 20th of August ( Term 3, Week 6).  
We are in need of coaches or supervisors for Rugby, 
Hockey, Soccer and Netball. 
Any parent or caregiver support will be greatly 
appreciated. Parents do not need a sporting background 
in these sports to help.  If you cannot commit to the 12 
weeks but you can help us on some Fridays, please 
contact Mr McGuire. We understand that this is a big 
ask but due to multiple teams in each sport, we need 
extra help.  We will not be able to participate in Winter 
Sports if we do not get the correct number of coaches 
or supervisors. 
 
Cave Stream Outdoor Experience - Year 8 
Last week a HERO post was shared with the parents of 
Year 8 learners about an exciting Cave Stream outdoor 
experience we would like to offer our William Pike 
Challenge participants on Thursday, 27th May. 
We are still in need of adult volunteers to accompany 
us and provide transport in order to confirm this event 
can go ahead. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please email me at alice.johns@stjopapa.school.nz. 
Confirmation and additional information will be shared 
at the end of Week 1 next term.        

VILLA MARIA 
We wish to ensure that all girls in Year 8ôs in our 

Catholic contributing schools have the opportunity to 

attend Villa Maria College in 2022.   We always seem to 

have a waitlist for Preference students for the following 

year and it is very important that parents realise that 

applications and supporting documentation must be 

received by the closing date of 30 June 2020.  While 

applications received later are still considered, they are 

not considered until all those received before the closing 

date are processed. 


