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 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  -  Aaron Richards 
St Joseph’s Day  - We will celebrate the feast 
of St Joseph tomorrow. We will start the day 
with a whole school Mass at St Gregory’s and 
then enjoying a day of games at Spencer Park. 
We will attend Mass no matter the weather. 
Children are encouraged to wear the school 
colours of gold and blue on Friday. Clothing 
needs to be suitable for church as well as a day at the 

park.  

We have a number of children coming to school events 
unprepared for the changeable Canterbury weather. It is 
important that all children attend school events with a 
warm jacket so if the weather gets cold, they have 

something to keep them warm.  

Children should bring with them in a back pack: a sun 
hat, morning tea, and a drink bottle fill with water. The 

PTA will be providing a BBQ lunch and fruit. 

If it is wet and cold we may need to cancel the trip to 
Spencer Park. A decision to cancel the trip to Spencer 
Park will be made by 7.30am and a message will be sent 

out on HERO.  

HERO  - Please keep a look out for a Hero video that 
has been created to explain the first HERO work sample 
post of the year. The post that focuses on ‘Writing’ is 
designed to show learning in action. The HERO video 
not only describes the writing process but also explains  

how the writing sample shows learning. 

Parents need access to HERO to receive the HERO 
message with the HERO video. Parents will also need 

access to HERO to locate the work sample. 

Staffing  - Mrs Gill Judge who has worked in the Year 3-
4 Team over the last 3 years has resigned, as from the 
end of this term.  Mrs. Judge has been a valuable teacher 
who has shown innovation, enthusiasm and is a hugely 
important part of our team.  She is leaving for personal 
reasons and we are fully supportive of her decision.  We 
wish her all the best for the future.  Mrs. Judge will be 

missed by us all. 

School Photos  - On Thursday, 25 March we will have 
our class and individual photos taken.  The photographer 
is happy to take sibling photos.  However, to assist us 
with the organisation, please register your request for a 

sibling photo with the office. 

Easter  - A reminder that the school will be closed on the 
2nd of April and will reopen on the 7th of April due to 

the Easter holiday.  

FROM THE DRS—Caitlin O’Sullivan 
School and Parish Mass  - On Sunday 28th March, Mercy 3 
and McAuley 2 will be leading the parish Mass at St 
Gregory’s Church. Students need to wear their school 
uniform and be at Mass by 8.20am. We  look forward to 
celebrating Mass with the Parish and school together. 

This Sunday is the Fifth Sunday of Lent:  In life we may 
respond to situations in different ways 
to our friends. The message that Jesus 
is trying to give us in this week’s 
reading, can at first be a little difficult 
to understand. To help us understand 

a little better, think of a seed and what a seed grows up to 
be. If we were to dig up that plant or tree that grew from 
that initial seed, what would the roots look like? And if we 
were to think about this a bit further, where did the actual 
seed go? The initial seed had to stop being a seed to allow 
the plant or tree to live. 

This scenario is a lot like what we hear Jesus talking about 
in this passage. He explains that the grain of wheat must 
die to allow the plant to grow. Yes, this can be a sad thing, 
but life as a plant is much better than life as a seed. A plant 
can offer us more shelter, shade, and food. Jesus shares this 
story with us as he knows that something similar is about 
to happen to him. He is about to stop being the Jesus as the 
disciples know him. He knows that he is going to die and 
be resurrected and as a result life will be different for 
everyone. 

It is through understanding this situation and 
responding to it, that we are able to see 
Jesus’ death as the starting point for change. 
If we were to hold on to the seed and not let 
it grow into a plant, we are not allowing 
ourselves to be open for our own growth and 
understanding. Change allows us to reflect on what has 
gone before us and how we responded, and at the same 
time look forward to the future. Through accepting the 
invitation that Jesus gives to us in this reading, we too can 
be seeds and be part of the new and better life that we can 
share with others, especially during the season of Lent. 

FAITH FACT—Week 7 ~ 15—19 March 
The image of an accepting father is portrayed by Pope Francis when he 
discusses St Joseph: 
“Joseph appears as the figure of a respectful and sensitive man. Even 
though he does not understand the bigger picture, he makes a decision 
to protect Mary’s good name, her dignity and her life...Often in life, 
things happen whose meaning we do not understand. Our first reaction 
is frequently one of disappointment and rebellion. Joseph set aside his 
own ideas in order to accept the course of events and, mysterious as 
they seemed, to embrace them, take responsibility for them and make 
them part of his own history...The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us 
is not one that explains, but accepts.”  
Friday is St Joseph’s feast day.  Joseph was a compassionate caring 
man, who did everything he could to keep his family safe. He is 
remembered for his willingness to follow God’s commands and the way 
he put his family first.  



Perceptual Motor Programme (PMP) -  Thank you to the  
parent helpers on next week’s PMP roster: 
Monday 22 March Champion Kearns 
Tuesday  23 March Roberts Tatafu 

Year 3-4 News Karen Burt—Team Leader 

Grandparents Reading Time - We are looking at 

developing a program that will include building a  

Grandparents' reading time for  some of our  

Kahikatea team children.  This would involve being 

available for a regular time-slot each week (11 am to 

12 midday) to listen to children read their books.  Any 

reliable grandparent or retired person with time to spare 

would be welcome.  We often find that children form 

special relationships with older members of our 

community. 

 

Before you start we will offer you some ideas on how 

you can help children read. You will not need to bring 

anything with you - just a smile and the time to listen.  

We would timetable a small group of children who 

would come and read with you individually in one of 

our quiet spaces.  This would be the same group of 

children each week to make it easier to get to know 

each other. 

Parents, please feel free to pass this email on to any 

interested grandparents.  Once we have a group of 

interested people, we will be in touch to arrange a 

suitable time for a short training. 

 

We have also been looking for a volunteer every Friday 

to complete our reading book returns.   We are ideally 

looking for two people to do this job as once the term 

is in full swing there are quite a few books to return.  

 

If you are interested in either of these roles, please get 

in touch via email at karen.burt@stjopapa.school.nz.   

 

Sports Uniforms - Every Wednesday afternoon the Year 

3 and 4 learners have sport.  They are encouraged to 

wear their house colour polo shirts which can be 

purchased from Mainland uniform.  Children need to 

wear their school uniforms to school and then they will 

be given time to get changed before sport.  They may 

also choose to bring their sports shoes to enable them 

to participate in the activities fully.  If your child is not 

sure which house colour they are in, the homeroom 

teachers will be able to inform them.   

 

Top Team - On Monday the 29th of March our team 

will be participating in a Top Team session. 

The session is a series of interactive team-building 

challenges designed to promote problem-solving, 

communication, and teamwork while being active and 

having fun.  We are looking for any volunteers to man 

the different activity stations, briefing starts at 1.10 pm 

and the afternoon finishes at 3 pm.   

Please contact isabella.byers@stjopapa.school.nz if 

you are able to help out. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  - cont. 
North Zone Swimming Sports  - Well done to all the SJS 

students that represented our school at the North Zone 

Swimming Sports.  The Primary Sports Canterbury 

Swimming Sports is on the 8th of April and well done 

those that have qualified, we wish you the best of luck. 

 

Canterbury Triathlon  We wish the children who will be 

representing the school at the Canterbury Triathlon well. 

We know that they will do us proud. We look forward to 

hearing about their success when they return to school. 

 

Merit Certificates  - Congratulations to the following 

learners who received Merit Certificates last week: 

Georgia McLaughlin,  Jonty Milner, Wyatt Neill-

Hyndman, Ollie Clerkin-Keats, Mila Neill-Dorrance, 

Blake Falconer, Gabriele Damalan, Kyle Lugtu, Ryan 

Conyers, Joshua Dagting, Toby Olsen-Sidey, Julius 

Magallanes, Alex Fyall, Thomas Roughan, Emily 

Price, Jordis Krammer, Aaron Rodrigues, Jai 

Anderson, Kahn Walter-Evans, Emma Richards, 

Chrystal Ashwell, Alexander O’Malley & James Grant. 

 

Head lice  - Head lice are very common. It is usual for 

schools to have bouts of head lice when contact sports 

begin and again when spring is followed by warmer 

weather. Head lice are a nuisance but are not a risk to 

public health.  Anyone can get head lice – it doesn’t 

matter how clean or dirty a person’s hair is. Head lice 

spread by crawling from one person’s hair to another’s – 

usually between people who are in close contact, such as 

family or school classmates. 

All families can help slow the spread of head lice by 

making it a household routine to check their children's hair 

every Friday. This provides parents and caregivers the 

weekend to treat the hair before returning to school the 

following Monday.  

To found out more about head lice and how to treat your 

children’s hair, please visit this website - https://

www.kidshealth.org.nz/how-get-rid-head-lice    Thank 

you for your support. 

 

Marian College Design  - This evening I will be attending 

an event where Marian College will be presenting the 

design of the new college. The college will be built on 

land that backs onto the St Joseph’s back field.  

Over the last month, St Joseph’s has been consulted with 

regards to the land where the schools connect. Although 

we have not yet seen plans that will detail the connection 

between the schools, I am confident that our feedback on 

the design will have been considered.  

I will share this information once it has been shared with 

the St Joseph’s Board of Trustees.  

 

Past Pupil Success  - It is always great to hear about the 

successes of past pupils. This week Marian College 

announced that the following students gained NCEA 

endorsement with Excellence:  

Amelia Meates - Level 1   Holly Myers - Level 1  

Portia Bishop- Level 2    Emily Fyall - Level 3 

Zoe Blacklow was also awarded the Year 10 Dean’s 

Award for being a caring and supportive student. 



St Joseph’s School PTA Second-hand Uniforms  
If you would like the PTA to sell any uniform items on your behalf, please fill in the form and leave the items 

in a named bag in the school office no later than FRIDAY 26TH MARCH. We are happy to price up items – 

equally you are welcome to nominate your own price below. The PTA will take a 50% commission on all 

items sold. We also gratefully accept any donated items. 

 

 Please indicate below if you are happy to donate unsold items, or if you would like them returned 

to you at the end of the term. 

 
Please indicate below if you are happy to donate unsold items, or if you would like them returned to you at the end of the term

 
 
Name:         _________________________________   Phone Number:    _______________________ 
 
Your items upon sale completion (please circle):  Donate  /  Return Signed:        _____________________________ 

   Item (one per line)  Size Price Sold unsold 

A     $ $   

B     $ $   

C     $ $   

D     $ $   

E     $ $   

F     $ $   

G   $ $  

  Total       

By allowing the PTA to sell uniform items on my behalf, I understand that 
the PTA will take 50% commission on all items sold. 
The PTA will take care of your property but cannot be held responsible for 
any unforeseen circumstances such as fire or theft. 

Less 

50% 

      

To Pay       

 Second-hand Uniforms 
We have a new Second-hand Uniform Shop! 

Our 'grand opening' will be on Wednesday 31st 

March 8am - 9.30am and 2.30pm - 3.30pm. 

The first 10 sales made will receive a free coffee. 

For those that miss out on the free coffee the coffee 

van will be onsite in the morning for your own 

coffee purchases. 

The Second-hand Uniform shop will be permanently 

set up in the old classroom beside the hall. We will 

be opening the store frequently throughout the year. 

The Second-hand Uniform shop is looked after by 

Sarah Bendall and Gerardine Baxter with the help 

and support of fellow PTA members. Please drop 

any second-hand uniform donations to the school 

office. 

We look forward to seeing you at the 'grand opening' 

on Wednesday 31st March where you can enjoy a 

coffee and a chat. 

 

Shop opening dates: 

Wednesday 31 March and Thursday 1 April 

 8am - 9.30am and 2.30pm - 3.30pm 

Thursday 15 April. (School Cross Country Day.) 

10.30am - 3.30pm. 

PTA  NEWS 


