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 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK—Aaron Richards 
GRANDPARENTS DAY 
Last week the school celebrated Grandparents Day. 
This was another first for myself at St Joseph’s and  
it was so wonderful to see grandparents and 
grandfriends coming along to school for the day. The 
children presented a wonderful liturgy for the 
visitors. This included a song from the choir and a 
waiata from the kapa haka team. 
A huge thanks to the PTA for the sausage sizzle and 
the Senior children for organising the cups of tea. 
The following email was received from one of our 
grandparents — 
ñThank you once again for holding Grandparents 
Day at the school. It is always a wonderful experience 
to come along & have lunch with the children & then 
have them proudly show me through their classrooms 
& their years work. Congratulations to the staff who 
work so diligently with the children & for the great 
display of work in the classrooms.”  
 
END OF YEAR SCHOOL MASS 
On Tuesday the whole school travelled to St Mary’ 
Pro-Cathedral to celebrate the near end of the school 
year. This was great timing, heralding the start of 
advent. 
The near end of year Mass also gave the whole 
school an opportunity to say farewell to our Year 8 
students. These students have been an integral part 
of the school community for many years and they 
have fulfilled many leadership roles. 
As the new principal to the school I can honestly say 
that I have been impressed with these wonderful role 
models who have displayed comradery and 
teamwork to a high degree. 
 
CLASS PLACEMENTS 
Class placement letters will be distributed to all 
students tomorrow. The information provided relates 
to the classroom and teacher that your child will be 
placed in for next year. For the last two years there 
has been a link on our website to the class lists.  
Unfortunately this does not comply with the Privacy 
Act, therefore we have reverted back to sending 
individual notifications home. 
If you have concerns regarding your child’s 
classroom placement, then please make an 
appointment to meet with myself. I will consider the 
information relating to students wellbeing before 
making a decision. Changing the class lists is very 
difficult because it can affect many other children.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADVENT 
This Sunday we welcome the beginning of advent. 
With the warm weather on its way, advent always 
brings a sense of happiness and celebration. I wish 
everyone a happy advent. 
The children who have received their first 
reconciliation attended reconciliation this week. A 
big thanks to Fr John and Father Tan for organising 
their brother priests to get through the large numbers 
we have at the school. 
Advent is also a time for reflection and personal 
renewal. Although it is a busy time, I hope everyone 
finds a little time to slow down and 
appreciate the good things they have. 
 
BOOK FAIR 
We had a very successful and 
enjoyable book fair last week.  Our 
total sales were $7309.65. Our school library receives 
$2558.37 commission, $300.00 worth of prizes and 
$270.50 value of donated books.  Total gains of 
school $3128.87. Great effort! 
Thank you so much to Melissa Segar, Aleisha 
Rusbatch, Ruth Morrison, Barbara Tecofsky, 
Maria Bone, Megan Stewart, Zoe Walker, Dee 
Sullivan, Jeni Darnborough and Taeko Jones for  
their wonderful help and hard work throughout the 
book fair.  
Thank you also to Mrs O’Connell & Jackie Boyce 
(two staff members) who helped to set up and pack 
up the fair. 
Thank you also to the following families/individuals 
who donated books to our school library:  Thornley 
family, Liam Edmonds-Howse, Sophia & Lizzie-Mae 
Daldry, TJ, Sophia & Greer Cathro, Neve & Hamish 
Meates, Blacklow family, Karen Crowle – Teacher 
aide, Rawlings family, de Leijer family, Claridge 
family, Mrs Culling (Kealy 1), Thomas, Jacob & 
Jessica Brosnahan. 
 
A big thank you to everyone for  their  suppor t and 
to our wonderful librarian, Joanne Archer. 
 
 
 
 

FAITH FACT 
Have you created your Advent wreath 
yet? The Advent Wreath is made of 
evergreens. There are four candles. 
Three of them are violet or purple, the 
traditional colour of Advent. One is 
rose, the traditional colour of the Third Sunday of Advent, 
Gaudete Sunday.  Find out more at this link.  

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/gaudete-sunday-11-things-to-know-and-share-.-


St JOSEPH'S CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS CHOIR 
Do you have a keen singer in your household? We 

are proud of the singing in St Joseph's school and 

would be keen for your son or daughter to be part of 

a children's Christmas choir to sing at the 8.00pm 

Mass at St Gregory's on Christmas Eve.  Ken Joblin 

is our Director of Music and is looking forward to 

forming this choir from the singing talent at St 

Joseph's School. 

Rehearsals: Mondays leading up to Christmas from 

3.15 to 4.00pm in the school hall, beginning on 

Monday 4 December. Children would need to be in 

Years 5-8. You would also be welcome to sing with 

this choir. Please e-mail Irene McGuire at 

irenemaguire100@live.com to make sure your singer 

has music and Ken will see you on Monday. 

 

ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN AT ST GREGORY’S CHURCH 
Saturday 16th Dec 9.00 ï 11.30 am. 

Calling one and all to join us for a jolly good clean of 

St Gregory’s’ Church and Parish Centre. 

Many hands make light work, so they say – so bring 

your scrubbing brushes, cleaning cloths and elbow 

grease, and join us for a very productive morning. 

Morning tea will be provided. 

Sign up in the foyer or contact Irene Maguire on 027 

6229415/ irenemaguire100@live.com 

REMINDERS 
1 Dec       Volunteers Morning Tea, 10.40am 
1 Dec       Year 8 Leaversô Lunch 
4-8 Dec    Yr 5/6 Water Safety at Graham Condon Centre  

5 Dec       Farewell Liturgy for leaving staff  
6 Dec       Athletics Championship in Ashburton 
8 Dec       Yr 8 Retreat, Yr 7 Leadership Day 
13 Dec     School Production Performance (Yr2-8), 7pm 
14 Dec     School Production Matinee, 1pm 
       School Production Performance, 7pm 
15 Dec    Y8 Valedictory Parade, 11.30am 
       School finishes, 12.00 noon. 
2018 
31 Jan   Term 1 starts for all pupils 

HELP! ROAD PATROL PARENTS NEEDED—2018 
We need  Parent helpers for road patrol (8.30am to 
8.55am) for next year, Please contact Mrs Kim Collins, 
kim.collins@stjopapa.school.nz  if you can help on 
any morning.  Thank you. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Well done to Finlay Neale and Stijn Lutters who 
competed yesterday at the Canterbury Schools 
Triathlon at Pegasus. Thank you to the parents who 
marshalled and supported the team. Well done to 
Finlay who got 9th in his age group. 
 
CHAMPIONSHIP ATHLETICS  
Good luck to the 37 athletes competing in Ashburton 
next Wednesday.  All competitors have received a 
separate letter. 
 
FAREWELL LITURGY FOR LEAVING STAFF 
Next Tuesday, 5 December at 9.10am there will be 
an outside Liturgy to farewell staff leaving at the end 
of the year.  If weather is unsuitable it will be 
postponed to Thursday 7 December.  You are all 
welcome to join us in this opportunity to farewell our 
retirees, Liz Kelly and Joanne Archer (librarian); 
teachers - Lydia Payne, Sam Jones and Amelia 
Ryman and Sally Ward (maternity leave) and also 
our teacher aides, Karen Crowle and Jackie Boyce 
whose positions are coming to an end. 

2017 SCHOOL PRODUCTION—Rhyme with a Reason  
¶ Parents are asked to drop off and pick their 

children up from  Burnside High School on 
13th (for Y2-8) and 14 December. However if 
this isn’t possible a bus will be organised at 
$2.50 each way per student (unfortunately we 
cannot provide free transport anymore) - $5 
return each day. 

¶ Detailed information has been sent 
home with every child todayð
PLEASE READ  

¶ A reminder that all order forms and payment 
for production tickets must be in to the 
school office by Tuesday 5 December. 

NO PTA LUNCHES TOMORROW 








